
 

1st Sept  2022 

A CLIMATE AND NATURE CENTENARY FIELD POND TASK AND FINISH GROUP MEETING will 

be held on Wednesday 7th Sept 2022 at 6.30pm ONLINE on ZOOM. All Climate & Nature 

Committee members and members of the public are invited to attend. Everyone is 

welcome. 

ZOOM Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83712958715  

Kind Regards  

Daisy Finniear 

Daisy Finniear (Climate and Nature Officer).   

 

Agenda 

 

1. To review actions agreed from previous pond task and finish group meetings  

 

 

2. To review progress and timescales of the pond project 

 

 

3. Test Pits 

-to agree a timescale to keep test pits in place 

-to review fencing options for health and safety purposes 

-to agree a new date to dig test holes with volunteers 

 

4. Next pond meeting date 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83712958715


 
Pond Task & Finish Group Meeting 

 29th June 2022 (Zoom) 
 

1.Historical investigations/Feasibility 
Councillor J Selman raised concerns over the proposed location of the pond from the feasibility 

report. Centenary Field may not be self-sustaining, particularly without a liner.  

Cllr L Williams raised that concerns over drainage in the area needs to be addressed before marking 

out the area of pond to obtain a sense of the size of the pond. The size of the pond needs to be 

confirmed.  

A member of the public raised whether the stream under Church Road could be used to fill the 

pond. Need to find where it feeds back into the Frome.  

D. Hanks raised that it is normal for ponds to see droughts in summer and can act as successional 

habitat throughout the year, therefore rainwater could sustain the pond.  

ACTION: to investigate the stream under Church Road and where it feeds back into the Frome. To 

assess the suitability of this water source to fill the pond.  

2. Users of the Field 
Cllr Selman raised that the proposed location of the pond would not disrupt Frampton Festival 

vehicles, but the parish council may want to consider additional fencing around the pond if the 

festival takes place at Centenary Field.  

Cllr Selman added concerns regarding dogs and flea treatments that could contaminate the water. 

Therefore, the pond should be secure and fenced to protect it. Further concerns regarding viability 

throughout the year due to drainage.  

Cllr Goodwin raised that the barrier in the plan would not stop dogs, and a 360-degree barrier would 

be required.  

Cllr Williams shared that the pond should go ahead but communications with the public would be 

required. 

D. Hanks raised that public should have some access, e.g. with a gate to allow engagement with the 

pond. Cllr Goodwin and Cllr Selman were concerned with providing access to all due to dogs. A 

removal section for maintenance could be created.  

Cllr P Hockey raised that a notice could be put near the pond requesting dog owners use the river 

instead to cool off their dogs.  

Cllr Selman suggested facilitating guided visits with schools to the pond.  

Cllr Goodwin suggested raised boards/bridges to give viewing platform to the pond and make it 

accessible without disruption to the water and species within the pond.  



Cllr Bolton shared an example of a community garden with several ponds and regular dogs visiting. 

The ponds had wooden fences around and walk ways that went into the middle of the pond. No 

incidents were reported of people climbing over or letting the dogs into the pond. This allowed the 

ponds to be undisturbed whilst allowing members of the public to enjoy them.  

Cllr Bolton continued that clear signage and education will be key in the installation of the pond.  

ACTION: to continue to invite the Frampton Festival to pond meetings and discuss any concerns 

with Festival organisers.  

3. SWOT analysis 
Volunteer created SWOT analysis for Centenary Field Pond.  

Cllr L Williams raised that the Heather Avenue Pond is not responsibility of the Parish Council and is 

not maintained, however the Centenary Field Pond would be maintained by the Parish Council, such 

as with volunteers.  

Cllr Goodwin praised the SWOT analysis as it highlights the groups concerns clearly.  

4. Pond Project Plan 
D Hanks raised that it would be worth considering multiple locations for the pond and consult the 

public.  

A member of the public added that the field adjacent to the Centenary Field is very wet and would 

make sense to consider locations closer to adjoining fields.  

Cllr P Hockey added that consultation would be required before installing the pond, online, in Frome 

Valley Voice and noticeboards. The pond should not just appear out of nowhere. Consultation 

should include findings from this meeting.  

Cllr Selman recommended a consultation in early autumn. 

A member of the public attended an Avon Wildlife Trust My Wild City Conference and is awaiting a 

response from the trust regarding pond creation and empowering parish councils.  

ACTION: to start investigations to install the pond in Winter 2023 and install a dead hedge in late 

autumn/early winter 2022. 

ACTION: Cllr D Goodwin to create a pond plan with actions. Plan to include site visit and 

consultation plans.  

5. Involvement of schools 
D.Hanks is working with the local schools on nature projects and suggested schools would have little 

scope in designing a pond due to limitations on what can be done for design. If access is restricted to 

the pond this could spoil the educational benefits of the pond, and access needs to be carefully 

considered.  

6. Estimated costs 
Cllr Goodwin shared that the pond costs were not clear yet, but grants may be available.  

ACTION: to look for grants to fund the pond, e.g. South Glos Council. 



7. Volunteer base 
Frampton Cotterell Nature Group would be able to help maintain the pond as part of the monthly 

conservation activities.  

D.Hanks suggested dead hedging over late autumn and winter and creating the pond in February.  

D.Hanks suggested a digger would be required for a larger pond. Dead hedge materials can be 

obtained from work at Centenary Field or from South Glos Council. Christmas trees could also be 

used for dead hedging.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 
Pond Working Group Meeting 

 4th July 2022 (Zoom) 
 

 

It was raised to note the Million ponds project fresh water habitats trust and refer to this for 

guidance. 

Cllr Selman confirmed that the test pits had been completed to test the ability of the proposed site 

to hold water.  

D. Hanks raised that we should not tidy up after contractor as the groves of the digger create micro 

habitats. Would need to do more test holes to ensure it would hold water. 

D. Hanks highlighted the ground is clay soil so possible it will fill with surface water. Recommend 

several test holes across site (million pond project). Did not change much as dug down so different 

depths not required. If they don’t hold water may need liner. FWAG recommend not adding plants, 

just allowing a fresh water source and allowing the pond to eventually colonise naturally. 

Volunteers could dig out the surrounding wetland area and a digger used to dig the main pond.  

Nature Officer suggested considering creation of a bee bank using left over earth.  

ACTION: Nature Officer to seek quote for removal of trees with ash dieback at the proposed pond 

site.  

ACTION: To investigate contractors to dig the pond using digger.  

 

ACTION: to fence off small area and dig multiple larger test hole and leave for timeframe. To 

investigate best option for fencing off a test pit area and use delegated money to clerk to purchase 

fence and signage.  

ACTION: D. Hanks to check suitable storage location at Centenary Field for the dead hedge 

material.  

ACTION: D.Hanks to draw out pond design specification for contractors. Daisy to send David hanks 

ecology report for reference. 

ACTION: Nature Officer to obtain estimates for day rate for pond digger: see pond project info 

sheet for advice.  

ACTION: start talking with people on 24th July at Centenary Field during the meadow monitoring 

event and hold a stall.  

RECCOMENDATION:  to recommend climate and nature committee and full council agree to install 

a pond at Centenary field. 

ACTION: Nature Officer continue to contact the Frampton Festival. 



ACTION: to place a paragraph in Frome Valley Voice and ask for peoples views on a pond at 

Centenary Field (next edition October).  

ACTION: Nature Officer to add pond outline on google my maps with dimensions and send to pond 

group.  

ACTION: to confirm footpath routes and judge on site visit If path can be moved to accommodate 

pond if required.  

Climate Nature Officer left meeting 19:30. 

 

 


