Clerk to the Council
The Brockeridge Centre
Woodend Road
Frampton Cotterell
Bristol
BS36 2LQ

7th January 2021

Notice of a Meeting of Frampton Cotterell Parish Councils’
Finance and Governance Committee to be held remotely via Zoom on Thursday 14th
January 2021 at 7.00pm for the purpose of transacting the business set out in the
agenda below.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89088170415?pwd=SkZjZmE4QUhPbXI0OEovRS9MTmQ3dz09
Meeting ID: 890 8817 0415
Passcode: 888364

K Jefferies
Deputy Clerk/RFO to Council
AGENDA
In the exercise of Council functions, Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to
consider Crime & Disorder, Health and Safety, Human Rights and the need to conserve biodiversity. The
Council also has a duty to tackle discrimination, provide equality of opportunity for all and foster good
relations in the course of developing policies and delivering services under the public sector Equality Duty
and Equality Act 2010
1. Apologies for Absence
2. To receive Declarations of Interest and Dispensations under the Localism Act 2011
Members who consider that they have an interest are asked to: (a) State the item number in
which they have an interest, (b) The nature of the interest, (c) Whether the interest is a
disclosable pecuniary interest, non-disclosable pecuniary interest, or non-pecuniary interest.
3. To receive the Chair’s announcements
4. To approve the draft minutes of the Finance and Governance Meeting of 15th October 2020
(Pages 1-3)
5. Matters of report arising from the minutes not otherwise included on the agenda for information
only
6. To receive submissions from the Public with respect to items on the Agenda
7. To receive submissions from Councillors
8. To receive advice on The Ministry of Housing Communities and Local Government Consultation Head of Financial Services (S151 Officer), SGC

9. To approve the draft notes of the Budget Working Group Meeting of 16th December 2020 (Pages
4-5)
10. To Recommend the Councils’ General Reserve for 2021/22
11. To Recommend the Budget for 2021/22 and Precept to be levied for Approval
12. To Recommend any surplus in the budget for 2020/21 be Earmarked
13. Sealing and Signing of Parish Council Documents
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i.
To note review of Jubilee Allotment Lease due February 2021
14. To Review Terms of Reference - non-delegated items (Pages 6-8)
15. To Receive and Review Recommended Special Expenses 2021/22 and double taxation guides
provided by South Gloucestershire Council (Pages 9-32)
16. Accounts/Finance
i.
To review Quarter 3 Report 2020/21 (Pages 33-51)
ii.
To approve Payments made between July and November 2020 (Pages 52-57)
iii.
To review the Councils Investment Strategy and approve the financial diversification
of Council funds (Pages 58-61)
iv.
To approve payment via Section 137 LGA 1972 for the Poppy Wreath
v.
To note the Councils’ Green Energy supplier and associated rise in costs
vi.
To determine the levy for Hire of Pitches at The Park for financial year 2021/22 (Page 62)
vii.
To review the Councils’ subscriptions for 2021/22
viii.
To receive grant monitoring forms (Pages 63-74)
ix.
To review and approve associated costs with RoSPA Feasibility Study (Pages 75-80)
17. To review and approve amendments to Financial Regulations as per the Internal Auditors
recommendations in November 2020 (Pages 81-96)
18. Planning:i. Planning Schedule (Page 97-98)
19. Date of Next Finance and Governance Meeting: 11th March 2021 at 7:00pm Via the Zoom Platform
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Frampton Cotterell Parish Council
Finance and Governance Committee
14th January 2021
Deputy Clerk’s Report
Item 8
Email communication has been received from Head of Financial Services, SGC drawing attention to 3.5
of the MHCLG Consultation for financial year 2021/22.
“Dear all,
The Provisional Local Government Finance Settlement confirmed the following with regards to town and parish
council precepts for 2021/22:
3.5 Council tax referendum principles for town and parish councils
3.5.1 In 2018-19, the Government announced that it did not intend to set referendum principles for town and parish councils
for three years. This was contingent on the sector taking all available steps to mitigate the need for council tax increases and
the Government seeing clear evidence of restraint in the increases set by the sector.
3.5.2 In 2020-21, the average Band D parish precept increased by 4.0%. This was the lowest percentage point increase in
parish precept since 2012-13 but remains in excess of the rate of inflation.
3.5.3 In expectation that parish and town coundils continue to show restraint when setting council tax precept levels, the
Government proposes to continue with no referendum principles for town and parish councils in 2021-22. The Government
will take careful account of the increases set by parishes in 2021-22 when reviewing the matter ahead of next year’s settlement.

This will not be formally confirmed under the Final Local Government Settlement is published in the new year
following a period of consultation”.

Item 9
Members are requested to make the following RECOMMENDATION to Full Council for Approval at Year
End
1. The surplus be carried over into Ear Marked Reserves for 2021/22
2. Funds are distributed amongst the previously agreed projects later
Members are requested to consider and make a RECOMMENDATION to Full Council for Approval of the
Councils’ precept for 2021/22
1. A 0% increase be applied to all council hire charges and allotment rents
2. The committee recommends the pricing structure for sports pitches following the decision to
Op to Tax.
3. The Deputy Clerk presents the impact of the current budget as it stands at 4.12% raise on the
precept, a 0% rise on the precept, a rise in line with inflation for consideration and
recommendation to Full Council on 28th January 2021
Item 10
Members are requested to consider the Councils’ reserve for 2021/22 (please refer to the reserves
policy) based on current assumptions
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Item 11
Referring to min 2, Budget Working Group notes, Members are required to make the following
RECOMMENDATION to Full Council the precept to be levied for 2021/22

Item 12
See Item 9
Item 13i
In line with the lease singed on 6th February 2013, Clause (1) Demise…”the annual sum payable to be
subject to review every three years for the duration of the lease”. To NOTE that the lease will be
reviewed in February 2021.
Item 14
Referring to Council minutes of 17th December 2020, Members agreed to review and amend
accordingly, items referred to as ‘non-delegated items’ within the Terms of Reference for this
committee.
Item 15
Referring to Council minutes of 17th December 2020, Members agreed to review special expenses for
2022/23 onward as the deadline for 2021/22 has now passed.
Item 16
i. To review Income & Expenditure for Quarter 3 2020/21
There are no significant overspends. I would draw members attention to nominal code 4026
(Website/IT Provision) and 4148 (Conservation contract), whilst these are high, they can be justified
due to extra IT provisions required since the pandemic struck and unbudgeted tree work required
following storm Ella.
To review all bank reconciliations for Quarter 3
All accounts reconcile.
To note VAT re-claim for Quarter 3
ii.

To approve Payment Lists for July, August, September, October and November 2020 –
payments were previously authorised by Councillors in line with Financial Regulations. All
payments have since been reconciled by Cllr D Williams

iii.

To review the Councils Investment Strategy Policy and approve the financial diversification
of Council funds

iv. To approve payment using the power Section 137 LGA 1972 for the Poppy Wreath
Members are requested to make a donation to the Royal British Legion as payment for the poppy
wreath in 2020
v. To note the Councils’ Green Energy supplier and associated rise in costs
As part of the Councils changes toward declaring a climate emergency, all electricity suppliers have
been changed to ‘Green Energy Suppliers’ with an increase of approximately £200 p/a in costs.
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vi. To determine the levy for Hire of Pitches at The Park for financial year 2021/22
Since the Councils’ decision to opt to tax at The Park and The Pavilion, the Council is no longer
permitted to make block bookings excluding VAT. The Council must now provide a tariff of hire
charges per pitch (dependant on size). As requested, members are supplied with comparisons of
charges throughout South Gloucestershire and Bristol.
vii. To review the Councils’ subscriptions for 2021/22 (Pages 1-2)
Subscriptions should be reviewed in order that an accurate budget may be considered for 2021/22.
Subscriptions at present are as follows:
Information Commissioner Office (ICO)
South West Councils
Avon Local Councils Assoc. & NALC
Avon Wildlife Trust
Society of Local Council Clerks
Gloucester Playing Fields Assoc.
Campaign for Rural England
Adobe Acrobat software

35
425
1025.18
48
500
100
20
860

viii. To receive grant monitoring forms
As you will see most of the responses have resulted in groups not yet being able to spend the funding
provided by the Council. As per the Councils’ Grants Policy, Item 4, “The scheme can offer support
towards community-based projects that can usually be completed within a 12 month period”. Members are
requested to review and extend the time limit in the light of the pandemic.

ix.

To approve costs associated with the Feasibility Study of a footpath around the perimeter
of The Park
The Clerk will confirm whether the Councils provider ‘Outsource’ for H & S can provide the same
service as part of the contract.
Item 17
Further to the Councils mid-year internal audit, I refer you to the Internal Auditors comments:
“The Current Financial Regulations available on the Parish Council website are dated May 2019 (due to
covid and the cancellation of the Annual Meeting in May 2020) the review has been delayed until next
year. This template version has not been fully adopted by the Parish Council as its own E.g., Section 4.1
– a duty delegated committee (what committee has this been delegated to?) Section 11g – Standing
Orders [],[insert reference of the Councils’ relevant standing order]”
The Financial Regulations have been amended and are presented for review. Members are required to
make the following RECOMMENDATION to Full Council to approve the amendments.
Item 18i
Schedule is attached (pages 97-98)
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